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THE MAILING DATE OF THIS COMMUNICATION. 
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after SIX (6) MONTHS from the mailing date of this communication. 
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earned patent term adjustment. See 37 CFR 1 .704(b). 
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Application/Control Number: 10/712.401 Page? 
Art Unit: 3711 

DETAILED ACTION 
Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 112 

The following is a quotation of the second paragraph of 35 U.S.C. 1 1 2: 

The speciflcation shall conclude with one or more claims particularly poirrting out and distinctly 
claiming the subject matter which the applicant regards as his invention. 

Clainris 13-16 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 1 12. second paragraph, as being 
indefinite for failing to particularly point out and distinctly daim the subject nnatter which 
applicant regards as the invention. 

Claim 13 recites the limitation "said body frame structure" in line 3. There is 
insufficient antecedent basis for this limitation in the claim. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 102 

The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 102 that 
form the basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 

A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(b) the invention was patented or described in a printed publication in this or a foreign country or in public 
use or on sale in this country, more than one year prior to the date of application for patent in the United 
states. 

Clainns 1-3, 5, 8, 9, 11, 12, and 17-20 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(b)as 
being anticipated by Desboilles et al. (USPN 5184823). 

Regarding claim 1 , Desboilles et al. discloses a body having a body frame 
structure defining an outer surface of the golf club head and encompassing a filler 
matrix in contact with an inner surface of the body frame structure, and a faceplate 
wherein the body frame structure having a faceplate aperture further comprising a 
perimeter substantially coincident with the faceplate and the faceplate aperture further 
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comprising a faceplate receiving ridge upon which the faceplate is retained on (See 
Figure 2). 

Regarding claim 2, Oesboilles et al. discloses a fastening mechanism for 
fastening the faceplate to the frame structure (See Column 6, lines 39 through 52). 

Regarding claim 3, Desboilles et al. discloses the fastening mechanism being a 
weld. The cooling system being simply ambient air which cools the weld. 

Regarding claim 5, Desboilles et al. discloses a tuning weight attached to an 
interior surface of the body combination. 

Regarding claim 8, Desboilles et al. discloses a body having a body frame 
structure defining an outer surface of the golf club head and encompassing a filler 
matrix in contact with an inner surface of the body frame structure, and a faceplate 
wherein the body frame structure having a faceplate aperture further comprising a 
perimeter substantially contiguous with the faceplate and the faceplate aperture further 
comprising a faceplate receiving ridge upon which the faceplate is retained on (See 
Figure 2). 

Regarding claim 9, Desboilles et al. discloses a fastening mechanism for 
fastening the faceplate to the frame structure (See Column 6, lines 39 through 52). 

Regarding claim 11, Desboilles et al. discloses the fastening mechanism being a 
weld. The cooling system being simply ambient air, which cools the weld. 

Regarding claim 12, Desboilles et al. discloses a tuning weight attached to an 
interior surface of the body combination. 



Application/Control Number: 10/712,401 Page 4 

Art Unit: 3711 

Regarding claims 17-19, Desboilles et al. discloses a body having a body frame 
structure defining an outer surface of the golf club head and encompassing a filler 
matrix in contact with an inner surface of the body frame structure, and a faceplate 
wherein the body frame structure having a faceplate aperture further comprising a 
perimeter substantially coincident with the faceplate and the faceplate aperture further 
comprising a faceplate receiving ridge upon which the faceplate is retained on (See 
Figure 2). Desboilles et al. discloses the fastening mechanism being a weld. The 
cooling system being simply ambient air which cools the weld. It is submitted that air is 
the heat sink and the liquid bath because air is a substance used for cooling and 
because air is a fluid. 

Regarding claim 20, Desboilles et al. discloses a tuning weight attached to an 
interior surface of the body combination. 

Claims 13 and 14 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(b) as being anticipated by 
Anderson (USPN 5720673). 

Regarding claim 13, Anderson discloses a golf club head having a body frame 
with a faceplate aperture having a perimeter substantially contiguous with a faceplate 
and a faceplate receiving ridge upon which the faceplate is retained on the body frame 
structure and the faceplate removably attachable to the faceplate receiving ridge with a 
fastening mechanism (See Figure 1 and 7). 

Regarding claim 14, Anderson discloses the fastening mechanism comprising 
screws threaded into the faceplate receiving ridge. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 103 
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The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 103(a) which forms the basis for all 

obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set 
forth in section 1 02 of this title, rf the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and 
the prior art are such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the 
invention was made to a person having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. 
Patentability shall not be negatived by the manner In which the invention was made. 

Clainns 4 and 10 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over 
Desboilles et al. (USPN 5720673) in view of Anderson (USPN 5720673). 

Regarding clainns 4 and 10, Desboilles et al. does not discloses the fastening 
means being removable and re-attachable fasteners. Anderson discloses removable 
and re-attachable fasten means for attaching the face plate to the body frame (See 
Background of the Invention). One having ordinary skill in the art would have found it 
obvious to attach the face plate to the body frame using screws, as taught by Anderson, 
in order to provide a handsome finish to the club head. 

Claim 15 and 16 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatenable over 
Anderson (USPN 5720673) in view of Desboilles et al. (USPN 5720673). 

Regarding claim 15, Anderson does not disclose a filler matrix. Desboilles et al. 
discloses a club head having a body frame structure and a filler nnatrix (See Column 9, 
lines 40 through 51 ). One having ordinary skill in the art would have found it obvious to 
incorporate a filler matrix to the body frame structure, as taught by Desboilles et al., in 
order to increase the durability of the club head. 

Regarding claim 16, Anderson does not disclose having a tuning weight. 
Desboilles et al. discloses a club head having a tuning weight attached to the interior 
surface of the body (See Summary of the Invention). One having ordinary skill In the art 
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would have found it obvious to having a tuning weight, as taught by Desboilles et al. in 
order to adjust the center of gravity of the club head. 

Claims 6 and 7 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over 
Desboilles et al. (USPN 5184823) in view of McCabe et al. (USPN 6533679). 

Regarding claims 6 and 7. Desboilles et al. does not disclose the weight being 
adjustable. McCabe et al. discloses a hollow club head having an adjustable weight 
meiriber wherein the weight member Is adjusted by the filler material surrounding it and 
supports (See Columns 5 and 6). One having ordinary skill in the art would have found 
it obvious ot have the weight adjustable, as taught by McCabe et al., in order to optimize 
the center of gravity. 

Conclusion 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Alvin A. Hunter whose telephone number is (571) 272- 
441 1 . The examiner can normally be reached on Monday through Friday from 7:30AM 
to 4:00PM Eastern Time. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Gregory Vidovich, can be reached on 571-272-4415. The fax phone 
number for the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 703- 
872-9306. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
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Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more Information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). 



Alvin A. Hunter, Jr. 




